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Feedback
Free Advice
Free Advice

 I have used a Disc Doctor two-step 
wet wash with a VPI 16.5 vacuum 
cleaning machine with some significant 
improvement. However with many 
records the “dirt” is more stubborn. 
I’m concerned about damaging these 
somewhat rare LPs, and my questions 
are as follows. Is there any risk associ-
ated with wet cleaning these ’50s LPs? 
Is there a cleaner which can tackle these 
dirty records (sounds like a laundry 
commercial) that is safe for this vintage 
of vinyl?
 I am also considering using the 
LAST (Liquid Archival Sound Treat-
ment) system. I have used it in the past 
with what I thought was an audible 
improvement but was recently emphati-
cally warned away from the product by 
a high end audio store that deals heavily 
in vinyl. Have you ever tried the LAST 
preservative? Do you recommend its 
use?
 One final question: I understand that 
a line contact stylus is good for improv-
ing the sound of worn records, but will 
it reduce the pops and clicks of a dirty or 
pitted groove, or will it accentuate this 

type of noise? For the record (no pun 
intended) my system consists of a VPI 
Scout turntable, Clearaudio Aurum Beta 
Wood MM cartridge connected with 
Cardas Neutral reference to a Unison 
Unico Hybrid amp with built in phono 
stage.  

Kent Corbett
CAMPBELLVILLE, ON

 Kent, we do consider that a vacuum 
cleaning machine is the best way to clean 
LPs, and indeed it is the only way to do 
so thoroughly. Though we do use our 
eXstatic brush to remove surface litter 
(aided by a Zerostat antistatic pistol in 
winter when the air is dry), the brush 
doesn’t get to dirt or paraffin particles 
in the grooves themselves. We also have 
a cleaning machine, the do-it-yourself 
model which was the subject of an article 
in UHF No. 58.
 Does vacuum cleaning present a 
threat to these irreplaceable records? 
Well, it can, for several reasons.
 First, any handling can cause dete-
rioration, and in fact handling damages 
a lot more LPs than wear from actually 

playing them. Cleaning both sides of 
a record requires handling it twice. 
Second, any hard grit that gets caught 
in the bristles of the cleaning brush can 
and will scratch the vinyl. Third, some 
cleaning formulas make heavy use of 
isopropyl alcohol, which is such an effec-
tive solvent that it can actually dissolve 
the plasticizers that prevent vinyl from 
crumbling.
 As to LP treatments, some years ago 
we did try several on discs we didn’t care 
for, and it was a good thing we didn’t 
have our hearts set on the music they 
contained. In no case did we observe 
improvements, and some of the LPs 
treated became so objectionably noisy 
we reluctantly discarded them. There are 
some useful treatments for CDs, such as 
Finyl, but using one on an LP takes more 
solid nerves than we have.
 It’s true that a line contact stylus, 
because it plays more of the groove, can 
extract more music and (perhaps) less 
noise. It can even sidestep record wear on 
a worn recording, because in most cases 
that wear will have been inflicted by 
an elliptical or even a spherical stylus, 
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